
I chose chemistry as a career because... it gives me the opportunity to discover
and make new things every day.

When I wake up... I use Skype to catch up with my son Stepan (who is currently finishing his PhD at
MSU), since this time of day is the best compromise for our busy schedules given the 10 hour time-zone
difference between Colorado and Moscow.

If I could be anyone for a day, I would be... an astronaut to be able to see our beautiful planet from space.

My biggest inspiration is.. . my partner in life and science, Steven Strauss.

My most exciting discovery to date was... making the fluorofullerene C60F18 in 1993, as this endeavor
transformed me from a gas-phase ion physical chemist to a self-taught synthetic fluorine chemist.

The secret of being a successful scientist is.. . being curious and skeptical to a fault and being able to find
co-workers and collaborators who share these traits with you.

The best advice I have ever been given... was by my friend Boris Zemva: “Life should be fun!”

The part of my job I enjoy the most is. . . planning and performing experiments with our students and
other co-workers and discussing the results with them.

If I could be a piece of lab equipment, I would be... a state-of-the-art mass spectrometer. Determining the
molecular mass of a new compound is the most fundamental experiment conceivable for a synthetic chemist! I
am amazed how much progress has been made in the science of mass spectrometry in the past two decades.

The most important invention in the past 100 years has been... the Internet, without a doubt. It has
revolutionized everything we do with information, including data collection and exchange, scientific
communication, and intercontinental collaboration between scientists.

My worst habit is... not being able to make myself discard all the old compounds from completed projects.
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